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BELOVED ANTIQUE FURNISHINGS AND COLLECTED
OBJECTS COME TOGETHER TO TELL A STORY IN A
DESIGNER’S OWN HOME IN PALM BEACH.

WRITTEN BY ANNA KASABIAN / PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRANTLEY PHOTOGRAPHY

hen New Jersey-based interior

designer Suzy Moran’s family grew

to include grandchildren, so did her

desire to create a Palm Beach getaway

that would not only accommodate
them but also provide a beautiful, peaceful year-round
retreat. She had a vision for creating a welcoming home,
one where she could weave old and new into delightful
combinations from room to room—where family treasures
would touch a new generation and perhaps inspire a story
to be told. It would also be a place where lush gardens
would provide each room with a unique and dreamy view of
continuous blooms and greenery. “My favorite part of being
here is to have family with me—it is a gathering place,” she
says. “The interior is meant to be comfortable, elegantly
sophisticated, not trendy and, most importantly, a home
where family and friends can truly relax, which is why all
of the family room’s furniture is indoor-outdoor, worry-free
and meant to be lived in”

The team that worked side by side with Moran included
Connecticut architect Mark Finlay, builder Jim Woolems
and landscape architect John E. Lang. Honoring aspects
of the British Colonial or Regency architectural style was
the goal—and one that dovetailed perfectly with Moran’s
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typical old Palm Beach. So this style is contextual,” says

Finlay, who designed the home with the help of Jay

Valade, one of his partners at the firm. “And | wanted to
create something simple and elegant that would leave
a singular statement.”

The final structure, completed in 15 months, looks as
though it has been here among the old estates for years—
an elegant white stucco home, capped with a striking dark
tile roof, a nod to the English country home. Inside, the
symmetrical layout aligns with the Regency style of the
1800s, as well. “The intimate foyer opens to the living room
and has a distant view to the pool area. It's a transparent
layout,” Finlay notes. “To the left is the kitchen and family

and dining room wing that opens to the pergola and pool.

The wing to the right has a guest suite, laundry room and
a library that again opens to the pool.”

Ceilings are more than 10 feet high on the first level
and over 9 feet high on the second level, which gives
a pleasing scale to the rooms, each of which is detailed
with moldings, paneling and built-ins. Where there is
wood flooring, the choice was random-width hickory
that was hand-scraped. It's the way it would have been
done in the early years and creates texture, according
to Finlay. The kitchen, breakfast room and family room
are the exceptions—cool, fuss-free and velvety limestone
was the choice here.

Acquiring the proper approvals for the 7,000-square-
foot home took some creative problem-solving. A narrow
lot, setbacks, neighbors on three sides, proximity to the
road, and the requirement to build to hurricane code
were all contributing factors. Adding a guesthouse to the
garage also created more building challenges on the site.

Opposite: A Vaughan chandelier lights the entry. The space—featuring a leafy pattern in the designer’s
favorite color, green, hand-painted by Maria Gugliuzza—opens onto the living room through custom-
fabricated doors by Child Brothers; the living room then opens out to the terrace and pool beyond.

Below: In the living room, custom paneling by Woolems with trim by Child Brothers recalls Regency-style
architecture. Brunschwig & Fils loveseats face a vintage Maison Jansen brass-and-glass cocktail table. The
wooden armchair and tilt-top table are Swedish antiques from Lars Bolander. The sisal rug is by Stark.
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Above: A cluster of fresh-cut peonies
sits on a coffee table on the other
side of the living room. The accent
pillows on the Scalamandré sofa
were custom-made using Braguenié
fabrics; their colors complement

the sunny hue of the sofa.

Left: The same sofa in the living
room is flanked by two Brunschwig
& Fils club chairs whose patterns
match the fabric of the nearby
loveseats, and the green garden
seats are from Mecox. The black-
lacquer coffee table lends a dash of
chinoiserie style, but the landscape
painting is an early French work.
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A casual, soft white kitchen gets a little warmth from a trio of Ballard Designs’ wooden stools with
woven seats and two brass lights by Visual Comfort & Co. Wolf, Sub-Zero and Miele appliances from
Ferguson nestle into cabinetry from Artistry Masters of Woodcraft; a gold faucet, also from Ferguson,
shimmers from the island. The antique limestone flooring was installed by Reno’s Marble & Granite.
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“Suzy wanted the garage to be in the back of the house,
and the Iot is very narrow,” Woolems says. “So we had to
figure out how to make the entryway visually appealing.
When we got past that hurdle, then we had to modify the
plans for adding a second floor for guest quarters. But
nothing helps more in these situations than experience.
We just sat down and creatively solved the issue.”

Lang’s firm just celebrated its 30" year in business here,
and so his garden portfolio is diverse, to say the least. “Suzy
is very astute,” he says. “She had a definite feeling in mind
for what she wanted and had a lot of input into what we
did.” The overall concept was to plant a classic American
Colonial garden with some twists. “Bilateral symmetry, clean,
crisp lines, a simple palette, everything in its place and
complementing the architecture,” Lang adds, “all came into
play.” The surprise twist was that it would be executed with
a tropical palette. “That led to an organized garden with a

comfortable island feel to it,” he says. “There’s no extra fluff
in this garden. We paid a lot of attention to the exterior and
what views are formed from the rooms.”

The other consideration in the plant layout, Lang says,
was to have the garden blooming all 12 months of the year.
“Suzy has a busy lifestyle,” he says. “Where some Palm
Beach clients might only spend winters here, that was not
the case this time.” Aside from getting plenty of use out of
the house for entertaining family and friends, Moran also
uses it for charitable events. Lush plantings include ficus
hedges, Italian cypress, royal palms, mandevilla for the
trellis, and lots of white jasmine.

Elegant simplicity is the best way to describe Moran’s
personal design ethos. “And | am inspired by my travels,
books, architecture and fashion,” she says. “| never know
when a design idea will jump up and hit me.” Perhaps this
creation makes the point perfectly. L&

Above, left: No-fuss Corian
countertops, fabricated by Reno’s
Marble & Granite, continue the bright
white palette in the kitchen. But a
plaid textile by Brunschwig & Fils,
shading the window, reintroduces
the designer’s favorite color.

Above, right: Built-in benches
double as storage areas just off

of the breakfast room and feature
cushions in Brunschwig & Fils
fabric. A custom oversize door from
Zeluck connects to the outside,
and custom-painted green lanterns
by Coleen & Company are ready
to offer a nighttime welcome.



Right: Random width hand-
scraped hickory flooring from
Absolute Hardwood Flooring
offers a compelling pathway
to the elegant second master
bedroom ahead. High ceilings

and moldings that change

from room to room add depth
and interest at every turn.

Opposite: Inside the second
master bedroom, Brunschwig &
Fils’ floral-print fabric fashions
the bed canopy and draperies

and adorns the sofa. Lamps from
the owner’s collection perch on
Hickory Chair Furniture Co. side
tables; framed architecture-themed
art from Trowbridge Gallery in
London creates a gallery wall.
The ottoman is also dressed

in Brunschwig & Fils fabric.
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Above: Antique books, a canister from
N.P. Trent Antiques in Kinderhook, New
York, and other precious collectibles
bookmark the owner’s life stories.

Left: Georgian detailing appears in
the library, with woodwork by Artistry
Masters of Woodcraft and trim by Child
Brothers. The sofa is by Southwood
Furniture. The draperies, shades and
Theodore Alexander lounge chairs
are rendered in Old World Weavers
fabric. A custom rug from Jack Walsh
Carpets & Rugs anchors the space.
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Whitecraft by Woodard chaises
cap the ends of the pool, which
was built by Almar/Jackson Pools.
Thanks to landscape architect
John E. Lang and Jim Leserra of
Focal Pointe Landscape, manicured
hedges offer a glorious wall of
greenery for privacy, and climbing
vine breaks up the wall of stucco
on the garage and guesthouse.
The citrus-hued cushion fabric

on the chaises is by Sunbrella.
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WOOLEMS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

2301 Centrepark West Drive, Suite 150
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

12000 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 505
Miami, FL 33181

561.835.0401
woolems.com
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